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Synopsis

This newly revised edition of Bryan Peterson’s most popular book demystifies the complex concepts
of exposure in photography, allowing readers to capture the images they want. Understanding
Exposure has taught generations of photographers how to shoot the images they want by
demystifying the complex concepts of exposure in photography. In this newly updated edition,
veteran photographer Bryan Peterson explains the fundamentals of light, aperture, and shutter
speed and how they interact with and influence one another. With an emphasis on finding the right
exposure even in tricky situations, Understanding Exposure shows you how to get (or lose)
sharpness and contrast in images, freeze action, and take the best meter readings, while also
exploring filters, flash, and light. With all new images, as well as an expanded section on flash, tips
for using colored gels, and advice on shooting star trails, this revised edition will clarify exposure for

photographers of all levels.
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Customer Reviews

"Of all the photography books | have on my bookshelf, and believe me, | have quite a few, this is the
one that stands out as the most helpful. It is the first one | recommend to new photographers and it
is one that | refer to when | need a bit of a refresher. It will take the fear out of moving from the point

and shoot modes to the creative modes of your camera."- Digital Photography School

BRYAN PETERSON is a professional photographer, internationally known instructor, best-selling



author, and founder of The Bryan Peterson School of Photography at www.bpsop.com. His
trademark use of color and strong, graphic composition have garnered him photographic awards

fromA A Communication Arts and Print magazines. He makes his home in Seattle, Washington.

Seriously. If you are a beginner or are even an advanced user looking to refresh on the core
principals of photography - get this book.After the first three chapters my photography was

transformed. Don’t buy another lens. Don’t buy a new camera body. Buy this book first.

Understanding Exposure should almost be a requirement for every person buying a DSLR or a
camera with an "M" (manual) mode. Since it was first published, Understanding Exposure has
provided a friendly, easy, and accessible way for everyone to learn to use their cameras to create
beautiful images. I've been in the photography business for almost two decades and this book has
always been my first recommendation (more than any classes or any other book) when pressed for
help with cameras. It really is that impressive of a resource and now has been completely revised
and updated with all new pictures and new information.At heart, the book is about what it says -
exposure. Exposure is not hard - honestly, any photographer will tell you that it is all about the
choices made by the person taking the image with regards to the right aperture, shutter, and ISO.
Peterson calls the triangle and once those are understood, it's easy to make consistently beautiful
images. Topics in the book build upon those three slowly yet thoroughly, showing graphically as well
as with words how choices affect the final image.Beyond the exposure triangle, little nuggets of
great information are interspersed throughout. The images in the book are inspiring and the tone
very friendly. It's for a very good reason that the book has been so successful over the last decade -
Peterson makes it easy to put away the camera manual and get the most important basics down to
start taking consistently good images.For those interested in what has changed and if they want to
update their old copy, all the images have been updated and new sections added: An expanded
section on flash, star trails, flashlights for in-camera creativity.Really, this is *the* book for learning
photography. Highest recommendation, especially for a thorough and inspiring set of updates to an

already excellent resource. Reviewed from an advance reader copy provided by the publisher.

if you haven’t watched Bryan Peterson on YouTube, you are missing out on a wonderful
photography teacher!l bought this book so | could have "notes" at my fingertips instead of

rewatching (or finding) videos.Very well written.



| have all of Bryan Peterson’s books and have read and re-read them many times. When the 4th
edition of Understanding Exposure came out | hesitated to purchase it. In a leap of faith | went
ahead an ordered the 4th edition. | am amazed with the 4th edition and will study it in detail as |
have done the previous editions. This book, Understandind Exposure, 4th edition, has to be the
standard reading for all digital photographer who want to improve their work. What a valuable tool

for all of us. Thanks Bryan.

Material is presented straightforwardly and is fairly easy to understand, even for someone who is
equal parts stubborn against and fearful of learning to use Manual mode (e.g. me.:)After reading the
first few chapters, | have a better understanding of how my camera operates, and why using Auto
modes does not always work. Within one day, | have learned how the 3 parts of the photographic
triangle work together--and how to use them to my advantage.As Mr. Peterson says in the book, it

really is empowering to take a good ‘M’ photo!

This isn’t a long book, but it could have been even shorter. The first half of the book is pretty

anecdotal, while the 2nd half contained more practical reference information.

Great book, very well laid out, and simple, uncomplicated narrative to absorb key concepts.All the
info | need to stop using the automatic presets on my camera and really take some nice shots.| can

see the results already. Recommended for any one stuck on Auto.like | was.

| needed a refresher. Everything was so much easier when cameras were less complicated - there
was a time when | could make every exposure just what | wanted. But with total automation came
total confusion. My new Nikon has so many bells and whistles that | have avoided using it! This
book takes you back to the basics - the basics we learned in college photo 101 back in the film
days. Now you can get those same results with your digital SLR. Very glad | bought the book. Bryan

Peterson also has videos on YouTube.
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